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JOSEPH ERIC DELACRUZ SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on May 6, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, JOSEPH ERIC DELACRUZ, a-57-year old resident of Yakima, Washington, appeared for sentencing.  DELACRUZ was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 20 years and 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 10 years


DELACRUZ was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine and cocaine.


Beginning in January, 2003 and continuing through April of 2003, DELACRUZ, along with other co-conspirators, conspired to obtain methamphetamine for redistribution.  During the conspiracy one person obtained methamphetamine for redistribution to others.  This person delivered the methamphetamine to Helena and other locations.  DELACRUZ and others traveled to Spokane, Washington, or Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, to pick up the methamphetamine.  DELACRUZ and others delivered or aided and abetted each other in delivering cash to their supplier; or sent funds via wire transfer to the supplier to pay for the methamphetamine.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that DELACRUZ will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, DELACRUZ does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Helena High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Task Force and Kootenai County, Idaho.
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