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MICHAEL STOKES PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on May 10, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MICHAEL STOKES, a 43-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of possession of cocaine base and obstruction of justice. Sentencing is set for August 11, 2004.  STOKES is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that two Drug Enforcement Administration Special Agents talked with STOKES who agreed to cooperate with them.  STOKES agreed to call a supplier/suppliers and a controlled purchase/introduction was set up at Denny’s restaurant on North 27th Street.  One of the Special Agents was then fitted with a body wire.  STOKES drove his vehicle and the two Special Agents accompanied him.  When they arrived at Denny’s, two Billings Police cars were there so the meeting was changed to Pizza Hut on North 27th.   Once surveillance was established by other officers, the three drove to the Pizza Hut and waited for “Big Al,” the supplier, to appear.  One of the agents instructed STOKES to stay in the car as he wanted to be introduced  to “Big Al.”


As “Big Al” drove up, STOKES jumped out of his car and got into the passenger seat of “Big Al’s” vehicle.  Both agents observed STOKES “messing” with his pocket as he was talking with “Big Al.”  STOKES exited the vehicle; walked over to the passenger side of his car; and handed a bag to one of the agents.  The agent noticed the bag had either been cut or ripped open.  The agent became upset; got out of the car; and walked over to “Big Al.”   STOKES attempted to keep the agent from getting out of the car as he  was nervous and indicated he wanted to make up the difference of money and the missing drugs.


A conversation ensued between STOKES,  “Big Al” and the agent.  The agent knew that STOKES was ripping him off.  “Big Al” said to STOKES, “don’t do me like this anymore,” and STOKES said he was sorry and several times replied, “I won’t.” 


“Big Al” left and STOKES and the agent returned to STOKE’s vehicle.  STOKES drove the agents to the old Hart Albin parking lot where they planned to search STOKES.  STOKES continued to mess with his hands and his pockets and attempted to get out of the car.  One agent confronted STOKES that he was holding rock cocaine and STOKES denied the same.  He finally admitted that he had some “rock” in his sock.  His shoes and socks were removed; however, nothing was found.  STOKES finally admitted he had one rock and then admitted to a second rock.  When he was completely searched four rocks of cocaine were found on his person. 


STOKES admitted to the agents he was an addict and had a crack cocaine problem, and that he was going to keep the rocks to use himself. The substance taken from STOKES contained .20 grams cocaine base.


The DEA’s ability to identify and prosecute “Big Al” was impaired by the fact that STOKES hid part of the controlled delivery.  Further, if STOKES would have been successful in concealing the cocaine base, it would have impaired the  prosecution.


He faces possible penalties of 1 year in prison, a $1,000 fine and 1 year supervised release for possession of cocaine base.  For obstruction of justice, he faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration, the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings and the Billings Police Department.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

