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WESLEY LANE CRAWFORD FOUND GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that on May 12, 2004, in Billings, after a 2-day federal district court trial before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, WESLEY LANE CRAWFORD, a 25-year-old resident of Browning, was found guilty of burglary.  Sentencing is set for September 23, 2004, at 10:30 a.m.  CRAWFORD is currently detained.


On December 29, 2001, Kenneth and Hildegarde Smith drove to Browning to check a rental house they owned, which was rented by Richard and Susan Fairbanks.  The Fairbanks were out of town for the Christmas holiday.  Upon arrival, Mr. Smith noticed footprints in the snow and that a door on the east side of the residence had been kicked  open.  Upon entry, Mr. Smith observed that the television and V.C.R. were missing.  At that time, Mr. Smith called the Browning Police Department as well as the Fairbanks.


Upon investigation by the police, it was discovered that earlier in the day on December 29, 2001, several witnesses observed CRAWFORD  transporting several items to his mother’s home located across the street.


On December 29, 2001, CRAWFORD was arrested by the Blackfeet Tribal Police Department on unrelated warrants.  At the time of arrest, CRAWFORD was wearing a stolen watch that belonged to Richard Fairbanks.


On January 10, 2001, a search warrant was obtained and executed on the Smith residence.  As a result of the search, the Fairbanks’ property was recovered, including a stereo, V.C.R., CD player, CD’s and laundry basket.  The Fairbanks positively identified those items as belonging to them.             


CRAWFORD faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $50,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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