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ALFRED “GENE” BRIDGES PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on May 13, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, ALFRED “GENE” BRIDGES a 73-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of filing false and fraudulent claims for tax refunds. Sentencing is set for August 11, 2004, at 1:30 p.m.  BRIDGES is currently released with special conditions.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on or about March 8, 2000, in the State and District of Montana, BRIDGES knowingly made and presented and caused to be made and presented, or aided and abetted the presentation to the Internal Revenue Service, a claim against the United States for payment, which he knew to be false, fictitious or fraudulent.  That is, he prepared and mailed what purported to be a legitimate claim for an income tax refund, for another person in the amount of $11,896.00 knowing the claim was false, fictitious and fraudulent. 


BRIDGES acknowledged that on or about March 8, 2000, he prepared a document for filing with the Internal Revenue Service on behalf of his client.  He mailed the document on March 9, 2000.


The government stated it would also prove that on or about March 14, 2000,  BRIDGES knowingly made and presented, or aided and abetted the presentation, to the Internal Revenue Service, on behalf of a client a claim for an income tax refund in the amount of $12,336.00 he knew was false, fictitious and fraudulent. 


BRIDGES acknowledged that on or about March 14, 2000, he prepared the false claim for the tax refund and included a reference in the filing for potential entitlement to a tax refund on behalf of this client for the years 1996 through 1998 in the amount of $12,336.00.  He also acknowledged he mailed the false refund claim to the IRS.


The United States would also prove that on or about March 8, 2000,  BRIDGES prepared, for another client a claim for an income tax refund in the amount of $60,322.00 knowing it was false, fictitious and fraudulent. 


BRIDGES acknowledged that on or about March 8, 2000, he prepared a false claim on a tax refund and mailed it on March 9, 2000, and that it included a reference for potential entitlement to a tax refund on behalf of this client for the years 1996 through 1998 in the amount of $60,322.00.


In relation to all three counts set forth above, BRIDGES acknowledged that with each of the false claims sent to the Internal Revenue Service, BRIDGES knew, or should have known, that each of the named individuals were not eligible for treatment as nonresidents for purposes of paying income taxes as mandated by the Internal Revenue Code, and that BRIDGES knew, or should have known, that the filing was false and fictitious.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and ? years supervised release on each count.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Internal Revenue Service.
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