	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



SHAWKAT SHAWKI ALI SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 17, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, AHAWKAT SHAWKI ALI, a 28-year-old resident of Chico, California, appeared for sentencing.  ALI was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 12 years and 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


ALI was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine. 


Agents with the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force in Havre began receiving information about ALI from confidential informants and cooperating witnesses, in 2002, as part of an ongoing methamphetamine distribution investigation encompassing Havre and the surrounding area. On February 4, 2002, they learned that ALI was selling methamphetamine with a particular local individual known to the investigating agents.  They learned that ALI had access to a methamphetamine laboratory in Chico, California, and that he was in Havre to collect money.


On February 14, 2002, the agents interviewed the local individual that had been identified as an associate of ALI’s.  This individual advised that he knew ALI; that ALI is from Chico, California; and that ALI produced methamphetamine.  The individual advised that he had ordered methamphetamine from ALI on more than one occasion, and that ALI had delivered the methamphetamine, approximately ten days later.  ALI would arrive from California and deliver the methamphetamine to the associate on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  On one occasion, ALI delivered a pound of methamphetamine to the individual at his residence on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  In addition, the individual advised that ALI sold pound quantities of methamphetamine for $10,000 per pound, and that ALI  had fronted him ounces of methamphetamine on more than one occasion.  The individual also advised that residents of the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation assisted ALI in his methamphetamine production by purchasing cold tablets.


On March 4, 2002, ALI was located by local law enforcement at the Super 8 Motel in Havre.  Consent searches were conducted of the room and ALI’s vehicle.  Coffee filters and a half bottle of Heet gas line antifreeze, items used in the production of methamphetamine, were seized from the vehicle.  Drug paraphernalia also was seized.  Subsequent to the searches, ALI was interviewed and admitted that he had traveled to the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation from California at least three times for the purpose of delivering methamphetamine.  ALI delivered the methamphetamine to local people for distribution.  
Throughout the summer and fall of 2002, local law enforcement continued to receive information about ALI and his drug trafficking activities in the Havre area and on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation from other cooperating witnesses and confidential informants.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that ALI will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, ALI does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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