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CHARLES JOSEPH WOOD SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 17, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, CHARLES JOSEPH WOOD, a 50-year-old resident of Box Elder, appeared for sentencing.  WOOD was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years and 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 2 years


Wood was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to assault with a dangerous weapon. 


On May 1, 2003, Judith Wood was at work.  WOOD went to Ms. Wood’s work to discuss some marital problems, which they did in WOOD’s car which was parked outside of the building.  WOOD suggested that they go somewhere for lunch.  Ms. Wood advised that she had to return to work, but WOOD drove away anyway with Ms. Wood in the passenger seat.  Ms. Wood yelled to a coworker to call the police.  The police were advised of the situation and told that it was a potential domestic abuse.


Tribal police tried to stop the vehicle.  However, WOOD refused and a police pursuit ensued with a number of police vehicles.  During the pursuit, WOOD told Ms. Wood that he was not going to stop the vehicle, and that he was going to hit one of the police cruisers head on.  He advised Ms. Wood to either jump out of the vehicle or die with him.  At one point during the pursuit, Officer Trenton Standing Rock positioned his vehicle in front of  WOOD’s vehicle.  The pursuit ended when WOOD rammed the back of an officer’s vehicle.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that WOOD will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, WOOD does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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