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JAZMIYN CREE NGUYEN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 18, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, NGUYEN, age 31, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to possess marijuana with intent to distribute and possession of marijuana with intent to distribute. Sentencing is set for September 23, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.  NGUYEN is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that a United States Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (BICE)

Inspector stated that on March 20, 2004, he was on duty at the Port of Sweetgrass.  On that date, NGUYEN drove a motor vehicle which attempted to enter the United States from Canada via the Port of Sweetgrass.  


A second vehicle, driven by a co-defendant and occupied by another co-defendant also tried to enter the United States from Canada via the Port of Sweetgrass at the same time as NGUYEN.


Four hundred and fifty-three pounds of suspected marijuana was found in the trunk of NGUYEN’s vehicle.  A small black bag found in a co-defendant’s vehicle contained a small amount of marijuana and items of property associated with NGUYEN.


Another BICE Special Agent interviewed NGUYEN and she admitted that she and a co-defendant were engaged in an agreement whereby they planned to transport marijuana from Los Angeles, California, to Minneapolis, Minnesota.  NGUYEN admitted she planned to distribute the marijuana to others.  She also admitted she and a co-defendant engaged in such an undertaking on March 20, 2004.  


NGUYEN stated she and the co-defendant had obtained the marijuana in California and eventually crossed into Montana via Interstate Highway 15.  They  planned to drive east across Montana and North Dakota to Minnesota via Interstate Highways 90 and 94.  They become lost and instead followed Interstate 15 north into Canada.  NGUYEN admitted she was attempting to return to the United States when she was detained at the Port of Sweetgrass. 


She faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 years to 40 in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release for conspiracy to possess marijuana with intent to distribute.  She faces the same penalties for possession of marijuana with intent to distribute.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

