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DONALD H. ANDERSON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 18, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, ANDERSON a 36-year-old resident of Williston, North Dakota, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine and possession of precursor materials. Sentencing is set for September 23, 2004, at 1:30 p.m.  ANDERSON is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that sometime prior to July 29, 2002, ANDERSON and a co-defendant made arrangements to obtain a propane tank filled with anhydrous ammonia, a chemical used in the manufacture of methamphetamine.  During the early morning of July 29, 2002, ANDERSON and the co-defendant retrieved the tank, which was located south of Baineville, next to a railroad crossing. 


After sleeping for a short time, ANDERSON and the co-defendant proceeded to the State Line Casino.  While at the casino, the co-defendant received word that North Dakota law enforcement officers were en-route to the casino to arrest him on an outstanding warrant.  The two left the casino and headed west on Highway 2.  They were apprehended east of Poplar by Fort Peck Criminal Investigators and Roosevelt County Sheriff’s Deputies, a short time after leaving the Casino.  Both were advised of their rights and placed in custody.  During questioning the co-defendant stated that he planned to travel to Havre, where he intended to use the anhydrous ammonia to manufacture methamphetamine.  ANDERSON refused to make a statement.  However, at the time of his arrest he stated that he did not know the co-defendant, and that he had merely accepted a ride with him while at the State Line Casino. 


A search of the vehicle they were in produced a propane type tank containing 25 pounds of anhydrous ammonia, 244.6 grams of pseudoephedrine base, .70 grams of methamphetamine hydrochloride (HCI), a bottle of “Roto” drain cleaner, and other items commonly used in the illegal production of methamphetamine.  


Several days prior to their arrest, ANDERSON and the co-defendant had visited the residence of another person near Bainville.  ANDERSON and the co-defendant advised this individual that they were on the run from the authorities, and that they were in the process of manufacturing methamphetamine and wanted to “smoke the jars” at the residence. 


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine.  For possession of precursor materials, he faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $30,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Fort Peck Criminal Investigations Unit.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

