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JAMES HOWARD NO RUNNER, JR, PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 18, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JAMES HOWARD NO RUNNER, JR, a 48-year-old resident of Cut Bank, pled guilty to charges of possession with intent to distribute marijuana and carrying a firearm during a drug trafficking crime. Sentencing is set for September 23, 2004.  NO RUNNER is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that a former Blackfeet Tribal Investigator reported that on October 12, 2001 he stopped NO RUNNER’s pickup as the result of an allegation that the driver of the truck had been involved in shooting a firearm near an occupied area of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation.


The investigator approached NO RUNNER’s vehicle, and NO RUNNER reached for a black rifle located in the vehicle.  The investigator drew his pistol and instructed NO RUNNER not to touch the rifle.  NO RUNNER eventually complied with that instruction, was subdued, and arrested.


The investigator and a Blackfeet Tribal Officer located approximately 70 grams of suspected marijuana and a scale in the truck. 


At the time the investigator stopped NO RUNNER’s vehicle, the rifle was accessible to NO RUNNER and could be used to provide security for the marijuana in the vehicle.


A Special Agent with the FBI interviewed NO RUNNER subsequent to his arrest and he admitted he was engaged in the commercial distribution of marijuana.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 2 years supervised release for possession of marijuana with intent to distribute.  For carrying a firearm during a drug trafficking crime, he faces possible penalties of a 7-year mandatory prison term consecutive to the drug charge and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Federal Bureau of Investigation in Browning.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

