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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that after a federal court session in Butte, on May 19, 2004, before U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson the following individual was arraigned:


JOSEPH LEE O’BRIEN appeared on charges of multiple counts of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine, distribution in or near schools and colleges and money laundering. O’BRIEN is a resident of Bozeman. The  court has set a date for a detention hearing for May 21, 2004, at 9:30 a.m. in Billings.  O’BRIEN is currently detained.


The alleged charges against O’BRIEN state the following: O’BRIEN ordered methamphetamine from a source in California; had it delivered via Federal Express to two homes that belonged to co-conspirators in Bozeman for further distribution.  One of the sites in Bozeman was within 1000 feet of Montana State University and the methamphetamine he allegedly furnished to that premises was being distributed from that location.


During the course of his drug trafficking, O’BRIEN allegedly laundered money by personally or through a co-conspirator, arranging for delivery of proceeds of drug sales by wire transfer from Montana to California.  


If convicted of these charges, O’BRIEN faces penalties of a mandatory 5 years to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  For distribution in or near schools and colleges, he faces possible penalties of at least one year and twice the maximum punishment authorized, that is up to 80 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 10 years supervised release.  For money laundering, he faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $500,000 or twice the value of the property involved in the transaction, whichever is greater.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Missouri River Drug Task Force.


The defendant pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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