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THOMAS JOSEPH MAIN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 19, 2004 before U.S. District Magistrate Judge Carolyn B. Ostby, THOMAS JOSEPH MAIN a 26-year-old resident of Malta, pled guilty to misdemeanor charges of possession of methamphetamine. Sentencing is set for May 19, 2004.  MAIN is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on November 19, 2003, the Fort Belknap Police Department was dispatched to a residence on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation to provide assistance in a domestic dispute situation.  Upon arrival, the officers were invited into the residence.  A female at the residence was arrested on a tribal arrest warrant.  MAIN was also arrested for a tribal offense.


At the time of his arrest, MAIN removed a sock from his pocket and placed it on top of the clothes dryer.  The arresting tribal officer observed drug paraphernalia fall out of MAIN’s pocket.  The arresting officer also observed a glass tube with white particles protruding from the sock on the clothes dryer.  The arresting officer removed the glass tube from the sock and performed a field presumptive test, which tested positive for methamphetamine.


A tribal search warrant was executed on the residence.  Pursuant to the search, drug paraphernalia and methamphetamine were seized from the home.


He faces possible penalties of 1 year in prison, a $100,000 fine and 1 year supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

