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SHELDON MEINEKE SENENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 20, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, SHELDON MEINEKE, a 27-year-old resident of Browning, appeared for sentencing.  MEINEKE was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 8 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


MEINEKE was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.


From May 2001 to February 7, 2003, a supplier distributed methamphetamine to a second party with the understanding that the second party would, in turn, distribute the methamphetamine to others.  The conspiracy unfolded in Lewis and Clark and Glacier Counties.  The second party then distributed the methamphetamine to other individuals in various locations in Glacier County, including the town of Browning.  Two to three pounds of methamphetamine were distributed to MEINEKE for redistribution to others.


On December 16, 2003, MEINEKE was interviewed by a special agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  During the interview, MEINEKE admitted he knew that the supplier provided methamphetamine to the second party for distribution; that he had received at least two pounds of methamphetamine from the second party; that he had distributed at least two pounds of methamphetamine to other individuals in Browning and elsewhere in Glacier County.   


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that MEINEKE will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, MEINEKE does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Browning.
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