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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that after a federal court session in Missoula, on May 25, 2004, before U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge Leif B. Erickson the following individuals were arraigned:


ALBERT TITO PEREZ, a 38-year-old resident of California, appeared on charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine, distribution of methamphetamine and multiple counts of money laundering. The  court has set a date for a preliminary pretrial conference for June 10, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.  PEREZ is currently detained. If convicted of these charges, PEREZ faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum of 5 to 40 years, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  For distribution of methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  For money laundering, he faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $500,000 fine or twice the value of the property involved in the transaction, whichever is greater, and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Missouri River High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Task Force and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


MELISSA LYNN STRAIN, a 30-year-old resident of Boise, Idaho, appeared on charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine, distribution of methamphetamine and multiple counts of money laundering.  The court has set a date for a preliminary pretrial conference for June 10, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.  She is currently released on her own recognizance with conditions.   If convicted of these charges, STRAIN faces penalties of a mandatory minimum 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  For distribution of methamphetamine, she faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  For money laundering, she faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $500,000 fine or twice the value of the property involved in the transaction, whichever is greater and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Missouri River High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Task Force and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


Both defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.


# # # # #

_1106563383.bin

