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JOSE LUIS LUNA GARCIA SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on May 28, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, GARCIA, a 30-year-old resident of St. Ignatius, appeared for sentencing.  GARCIA  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 years, 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


GARCIA was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute.  


On August 28, 2003, he contacted a confidential informant and stated that he could sell methamphetamine to the informant for $9,000.  The informant conveyed this information to an agent with the Northwest Drug Task Force.  The informant arranged to meet with GARCIA on the same date at a parking lot in Ronan, where GARCIA delivered the methamphetamine.  The informant met GARCIA at the parking lot at approximately 3:00 p.m.  The informant entered GARCIA’s vehicle, which was also occupied by a co-defendant.  The informant showed $3,000 in “flash money” to GARCIA and the co-defendant, at which time GARCIA produced suspected methamphetamine.  At that time law enforcement agents seized GARCIA’s vehicle and its occupants and recovered a large quantity of methamphetamine from the vehicle.


A special agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration interviewed the co-defendant, who admitted that GARCIA intended to distribute methamphetamine to the confidential informant.  The co-defendant also admitted that in May or June 2003, the co-defendant and GARCIA obtained approximately two ounces of methamphetamine, which they later distributed in small quantities.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that GARCIA will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, GARCIA does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Northwest Drug Task Force and the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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