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IRENE MICHELL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 3, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, MICHELL, a 24-year-old resident of Spokane, Washington, appeared for sentencing.  MICHELL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Forfeiture: $2,200 U.S. Currency


MICHELL was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to possess methamphetamine with the intent to distribute.


On June 25, 2003, a Great Falls police detective learned that a person, later identified as MICHELL, intended to trade methamphetamine for a stolen television.  The transaction was to take place in Great Falls.  On the same date, the detective and other law enforcement officers stopped a pickup truck and a car suspected to be involved in this transaction.  MICHELL and another person were in a pickup truck seized during the stop.  During the search, law enforcement also seized a Buick sedan that was registered to the person who was with MICHELL.  Both MICHELL and the other individual were arrested at that time.   


On June 26, 2003, MICHELL contacted an individual at a local motel and instructed him to “get the stuff out of the room.”  The detective was able to trace the individual to the motel where he was staying.  The motel room was searched and law enforcement found 

a hydraulic jack which contained 52 grams of suspected methamphetamine.  


On June 30, 2003, the detective searched the vehicle and recovered another hydraulic jack which contained 82 grams of suspected methamphetamine.  On the same date, the detective also searched MICHELL’s purse, which was recovered from the pickup truck in which she rode at the time of her arrest.  The detective recovered more than $2,000 in United States currency from the purse.  


Agents with the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement interviewed MICHELL on July 9, 21, and 22, 2003.  MICHELL admitted that she, the other person in the pickup truck, and the individual at the motel traveled together from Spokane, Washington to Montana on June 19, 2003.  MICHELL admitted that she and the individual who had been at the motel came to Montana so that they could trade methamphetamine for the stolen television set as well as distribute methamphetamine.  MICHELL admitted the currency seized from her purse represented proceeds from drug sales which formed part of the conspiracy in this matter. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that MICHELL will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, MICHELL does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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