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WILLIAM JAMES KONKLER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on June 3, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, WILLIAM JAMES KONKLER, a 44-year-old resident of Manhattan, Montana, appeared for sentencing.  KONKLER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 years on the firearms charge





  1 year and 3 months on the drug charge





   Sentences to run consecutively

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


KONKLER was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute and possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime. 


On February 8, 2002, a Montana Highway Patrol officer stopped KONKLER for speeding near Three Forks.  A record check revealed an outstanding warrant for KONKLER.  During a pat down search of KONKLER, the officer found marijuana in the KONKLER’S pocket.  The officer asked KONKLER if there was anything else in the car, to which KONKLER replied that there were guns and methamphetamine in-between the seats.  KONKLER consented to a search of his vehicle, and the officer retrieved the methamphetamine and two .45 caliber handguns.


KONKLER was interviewed by Missouri River Drug Task Force Agents at the Broadwater County Sheriff’s Office.  KONKLER told the agents that he had left his residence in Manhattan and was driving to a friend’s house in Three Forks when he was arrested.  The methamphetamine seized from the vehicle was packaged in 1/8 ounce bags for sale.  KONKLER had purchased the methamphetamine, early in February 2002, in an ounce quantity and then broke it down into 1/8 ounce packages.  


The agents asked KONKLER about the guns.  KONKLER advised that he had acquired the larger .45 caliber handgun approximately five or six years prior to the stop, and that he had acquired the smaller .45 caliber handgun approximately one year prior to the stop.  He had purchased laser sights for both guns as a “kind of toy used for intimidation.”  KONKLER dealt drugs out of his vehicle with a gun in sight of the individuals purchasing drugs.  He also admitted that he had advised those individuals if he was “ripped off” he would shoot them. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that KONKLER will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, KONKLER does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Missouri  River Drug Task Force, the Broadwater County Sheriff’s Office and the Montana Highway Patrol.     # # # # # #
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