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RAYMOND GREGORY DONEY, JR, PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 3, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, RAYMOND GREGORY DONEY, JR, a 35-year-old resident of Dodson, pled guilty to charges of theft.  Sentencing is set for October 25, 2004, at 2:30 p.m. 


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on or about November 22, 2003, at Fort Belknap Agency, which is within the boundaries of the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation, DONEY went to a residence owned by his sister and brother-in-law to pick up his children.  A female at the residence observed DONEY in the bedroom going through the closet and dresser drawers.  The owners of the residence were not at home.


On or about November 22, 2003, DONEY pawned a set of binoculars to a person at a bar in Dodson for $400.


When the owner of the residence returned, he inventoried his personal belongings and discovered his binoculars were missing.  The owner reported the theft to the Fort Belknap Police Department.  In late November or early December of 2003, the owner of the residence talked to his wife about the theft of the binoculars and was informed that a person she knew had purchased a set of binoculars from DONEY.


In early December, 2003, the binoculars were retrieved from the person who bought them and it was determined they were the same binoculars that were stolen from the residence.


During an interview of DONEY, he admitted taking the binoculars and selling them.  The actual value of the binoculars is $1,089.99.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

