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MITCHELL K. CHAPMAN SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on June 4, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, MITCHELL K. CHAPMAN, an 18-year-old resident of Missoula, appeared for sentencing.  CHAPMAN  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years and 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


CHAPMAN was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of possession of a sawed-off shotgun. 


On November 21, 2003, the Missoula Police Department was contacted by a Missoula County Youth Court officer who was supervising CHAPMAN until nineteen years of age because CHAPMAN was found guilty of felony assault with a weapon and felony criminal endangerment in Cascade County.  The officer informed Missoula Police that he had received information from a confidential informant that CHAPMAN was currently in possession of a firearm.


On November 28, 2003, the Missoula Police and the Youth Court officer contacted CHAPMAN at his apartment in Missoula to conduct a probation search.  The police knocked loudly on the door and ordered CHAPMAN to meet the officers at the front door.  After repeated efforts, officers informed CHAPMAN that forced entry would be made if he did not promptly open the door.  CHAPMAN did not open the front door and the officers entered the apartment and found CHAPMAN in the bathroom with a twelve-gauge shotgun and five rounds of ammunition near him on the floor.  The stock and barrel of the shotgun had been substantially shortened.  The police seized the gun and arrested CHAPMAN. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that CHAPMAN will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, CHAPMAN does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Missoula Police Department.
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