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SHAWN PATRICK LANTIS SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on June 9, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, SHAWN PATRICK LANTIS, a 23-year-old resident of Miles City, appeared for sentencing.  LANTIS was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 year and 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


LANTIS was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of possession of a stolen firearm. 


On June 1, 2003,  LANTIS and a co-defendant broke into Graveyard Creek Guns and Archery, a Federal Firearms Licensee, and stole a large number of firearms.  They then hid the firearms at LANTIS’ residence.


On June 2, 2003, LANTIS went back to Graveyard Creek Guns and Archery with another individual and again broke into the business and stole two more firearms as well as ammunition.  


Custer County Sheriff’s deputies served a search warrant on LANTIS’ residence and recovered the stolen firearms, which were hidden within a wall in the basement.  


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that LANTIS will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, LANTIS does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the U.S. Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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