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CALVIN RAY GILLIS, JR., PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 10, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, CALVIN RAY GILLIS, JR, a 25-year-old resident of Great Falls, pled guilty to charges of distribution of marijuana and possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime.  Sentencing is set for November 1, 2004, at 2:30 p.m.  GILLIS is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that due to information received from several informants, a search warrant was executed on the residence of GILLIS and another individual in Great Falls.  On February 13, 2004, law enforcement agents knocked on the door and after several attempts to gain entry, the agents breeched the door.


GILLIS was located in a bedroom of the residence.  He stated he had been smoking marijuana since the age of nine or ten.  He further stated he had been selling 1/8 to ½ ounce quantities of marijuana for approximately one year and continued to say that he had received approximately ½ pound of marijuana every two weeks.  


During the search, a .40 caliber pistol; a box half full of .40 caliber ammunition, shoulder holster with two loaded .40 caliber magazines, and a bullet proof vest were also located in the bedroom.  GILLIS advised that the Ruger was his.  Cash was discovered as well as a police scanner; approximately 961 grams of marijuana; drug paraphernalia; scales and packaging material.  A video surveillance system was discovered at the back door, drug paraphernalia was found in the living room and approximately 17 pounds of marijuana were found in the bathroom closet.


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory 1 to 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 6 years supervised release for distribution of marijuana.  For possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime, he faces penalties of a mandatory 5 years in prison, to run consecutively to the other charge and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force and the Central Montana Drug Task Force.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

