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CARLOS MADRIGAL PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on June 11, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, CARLOS MADRIGAL, a 23-year-old resident of Wapato, Washington, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for ?.  MADRIGAL is currently detained/released.?


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in early September, 2003, an informant working with the Northwest Drug Task Force contacted Pedro Cornejo seeking methamphetamine as he had previously purchased methamphetamine from Pedro Cornejo.  Pedro Cornejo agreed to provide approximately 1.5 pounds of methamphetamine, but said he would send it over with another person. The informant agreed and told the agents.  The informant, Pedro Cornejo and the other person were in contact with each other many times over the next 12 or more hours, making logistical arrangements including the kind of car.  When agents saw the vehicle the person said he would come in, they stopped it near Ravallli, Montana.  The vehicle was driven by MADRIGAL.  In the back seat was approximately 1.5 pounds of methamphetamine.  In a statement to authorities, MADRIGAL admitted knowing that he was delivering the methamphetamine to Western Montana for Pedro Cornejo.  He also told agents that he and the person were each to receive $900 for their efforts.


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Northwest Drug Task Force.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

