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TODD MICHAEL GEISTLER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT


Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on June 10, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, TODD MICHAEL GEISTLER, a 28-year-old resident of Portland, Oregon, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute and to distribute marijuana and money laundering.  Sentencing is set for October 7, 2004, at 1:30 p.m.  GEISTLER is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that GEISTLER acknowledged that from an unknown date and continuing through on or about December 11, 2003, near Yaak, and other areas, GEISTLER, and others knowingly and unlawfully conspired to possess with intent to distribute and to distribute marijuana. 


GEISTLER also acknowledged that from an unknown date and continuing through on or about December 11, 2003, near Yaak, and other areas, GEISTLER transported, transmitted, or transferred or attempted to transport, transmit, or transfer, from the United States to Canada, the cash proceeds of the distribution of marijuana, knowing that the cash represented the proceeds of unlawful activity, and knowing that such transportation, transmission, or transfer was designed in whole or in part to conceal or disguise the nature, the location, the source, the ownership, or the control of the proceeds from the marijuana distribution.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute and to distribute marijuana.  For money laundering he faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a fine of $500,000 and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs enforcement.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

