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ALAN LAMARR RIVERS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 16, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, ALAN LAMARR RIVERS, a 41-year-old resident of the Rocky Boy’s Reservation, Great Falls and Washington, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  Sentencing is set for November 15, 2004, at 3:30 p.m.  RIVERS is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on November 7, 2003, a warrant was executed on a residence on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  Information had been received that RIVERS and his girlfriend were selling narcotics from the residence.  The warrant was for RIVERS.


Upon arrival at the residence, agents observed a vehicle in the driveway.  Agents were also able to see several people moving around inside the residence.  After several attempts to gain entry, agents observed what appeared to be a washing machine blocking the door of the home.  After walking around the residence, agents observed a male inside a bedroom and they requested he open the door.


Agents requested they be allowed to look for RIVERS in the residence but were denied entry.


Agents then advised the two individuals that they would be sealing the home and requesting a search warrant.  At that time, one of the people in the house called for RIVERS to come out of a back bedroom in the residence.  RIVERS walked into the hallway where he was taken into custody by the agents.  During a search of RIVERS, a .357 cartridge was found inside his coat pocket.  When agents inquired about the location of the gun corresponding to the cartridge, RIVERS advised that he had found the cartridge and he did not have a gun.


After obtaining a search warrant for the residence, agents discovered a Smith & Wesson, Model 19-6, .357-magnum revolver located in a bedroom.  The cartridges in the revolver matched the .357 cartridge found in RIVERS’ coat pocket. 


RIVERS was previously convicted of felony Criminal Possession of Dangerous Drugs on March 26, 2003, which carries a five-year term of imprisonment under the laws of the State of Montana.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

