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RONNIE LYNN SMITH SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 17, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, RONNIE LYNN SMITH a 31-year-old resident of Poplar, appeared for sentencing. SMITH was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3


SMITH was sentenced after he was found guilty of assault with a dangerous weapon after a 2 ½ day trial in February of 2004.  The jury found that on the evening of October 25, 2003, SMITH and three others were driving around Poplar.  During the drive, SMITH and one of the others consumed approximately a liter of alcohol.  After visiting the Log Cabin Bar, they went to Baracker’s Bar in Poplar.  As they were leaving the vehicle, SMITH commented to one of the others: “You got my back?”.  While at Barackers, SMITH was observed with a  “switch-blade” knife.


Sometime after SMITH arrived, and shortly after midnight, a couple celebrating their wedding anniversary and their friends entered Baracker’s Bar.  Eventually, SMITH and another from the anniversary celebration began fighting.  The fight carried into the street outside the bar.  Eventually, the victim ended-up on top of SMITH.  SMITH reached into his back pocket, pulled out the knife, and stabbed the victim in the chest and arms. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that SMITH will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, SMITH does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Fort Peck Tribal Criminal Investigation Unit.
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