	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



SHAWN DOUGLAS ARNELL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on June 17, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, SHAWN DOUGLAS ARNELL appeared for sentencing.  ARNELL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 21 years and 10 months; sentences to run concurrently

! 


Special Assessment: $300

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


ARNELL was sentenced after a 9-day federal district court trial where he was found guilty of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine and two counts of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.


From an unknown date, believed to be in December 2000, until February 2002, in Billings and other areas, ARNELL and co-defendants conspired to possess with intent to distribute over 500 grams of d-methamphetamine.  


In mid-December 2000, in Billings, ARNELL and co-defendants possessed with intent to distribute approximately one pound of d-methamphetamine.  


On an unknown date, sometime before December 30, 2000, in Billings, ARNELL and co-defendants possessed with intent to distribute approximately one pound of d-methamphetamine.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that ARNELL will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, ARNELL does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
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