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VALENTIN MOJICA-BAUTISTA PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 16, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon VALENTIN MOJICA-BAUTISTA, pled guilty to charges of re-entry by a deported alien.  Sentencing is set for November 8, 2004, at 3:30 p.m. MOJICA-BAUTISTA is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government state it would prove that on April 13, 2004, the Hill County Sheriff’s Office contacted the Havre Border Patrol Office regarding two subjects they had arrested for trespassing on Burlington Northern Freight Trains.  After arrival at the scene, Border Patrol agents interviewed both subjects.  Both subjects claimed to be citizens of Mexico in the United States illegally.


Records checks were run through the IDENT system on MOJICA-BAUTISTA.  An extensive immigration and criminal record was discovered.  At that time, it was discovered that MOJICA-BAUTISTA had been deported from Laredo, Texas on December 17, 2000, as the result of an aggravated felony conviction (burglary).                                                    


On April 15, 2004, MOJICA-BAUTISTA was convicted on the Hill County trespassing charge and released to the Havre Border Patrol detainer.  


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $25,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney George Darragh prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

