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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that after a federal court session in Missoula, on June 22, 2004, before U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge Leif B. Erickson the following individual was arraigned:


JAMES VAUGHN NORBURY, a 38-year-old resident of Butte, appeared on charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and attempted possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  The court has set a date for a preliminary pretrial conference 

for June 24, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  NORBURY is currently detained.  If convicted of these charge, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  For attempted possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, NORBURY faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  Josh Van de Wetering is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Missouri River Drug Task Force and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


After a federal court session in Billings, on June 22, 2004, before U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson, the following individuals were arraigned:


ROBERT PEREZ-SOTO, age 26, appeared on charges of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and possession with intent to distribute marijuana.  He is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.   If convicted of this charge PEREZ-SOTO faces penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  If convicted of possession with intent to distribute marijuana, PEREZ-SOTA faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the Drug Enforcement Administration, the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


LUIS ALONZO CHAVEZ-VILLALBA, age 35, appeared on charges of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and illegal re-entry.  CHAVEZ-VILLALBA is currently detained.  If convicted of these charges, CHAVEZ-VILLALBA faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for possession with intent to distribute marijuana.  If convicted of illegal re-entry, CHAVEZ-VILLALBA faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the Drug Enforcement Administration, the City County Special Investigation Unit located and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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