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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that after a federal court session in Billings, on June 24, 2004, before U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson,  the following individuals were arraigned:


JOSHUA PENNINGTON, age 21, appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine, possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and use or possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime.  The court has set a date for a detention hearing for June 30, 2004, at 11:30 a.m.  PENNINGTON is currently detained. If convicted of these charges, PENNINGTON faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  For possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  For possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 years to life in prison, to run consecutively with any other sentence; 25 years to life in prison on a second or subsequent conviction.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Billings Police Department and the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.


EUGENE RISING SUN, age 23, appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine, possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and distribution of methamphetamine.  The court has set a date for a detention hearing for July 1, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.  He is currently detained.   If convicted of these charges RISING SUN faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  For possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  For distribution of methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Billings Police Department and the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.


EDWIN SANTIAGO, age 32, appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine, possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, distribution of methamphetamine, possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime and money laundering.  He is currently detained.  If convicted of this charge, SANTIAGO faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  For possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  For distribution of methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  For use or possession of a firearm during  a drug trafficking crime, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 years to life in prison; 25 years to life in prison on a second or subsequent conviction.  For money laundering, he faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $500,000 fine, or twice the value of the property involved in the transaction, whichever is greater.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Billings Police Department and the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.


RONALD E. SMITH, age 33, appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine, possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, distribution of methamphetamine and money laundering.  SMITH is currently detained.  If convicted of these charges, SMITH faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  For possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  For distribution of methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  For money laundering, he faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $500,000 fine, or twice the value of the property involved in the transaction, whichever is greater.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Billings Police Department and the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.


DONALD J. BITZ, age 19, appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine, possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, distribution of methamphetamine and use or possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime.  BITZ is currently detained.  If convicted of these charges, BITZ faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  For possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  For use or possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 years in prison, consecutive to any other sentence; 25 years to life in prison on a second or subsequent charge.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Billings Police Department and the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.


ROBERT WILLIE GREEN, age 30, appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine, possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, distribution of methamphetamine and use or possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime.  GREEN is currently detained.  If convicted of these charges, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  For possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  For distribution of methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  For use or possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime, he faces a mandatory 5 years to life in prison, consecutive to any other sentence; 25 years to life in prison on a second or subsequent charge.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Billings Police Department and the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.


DANIELLE MARIE FROST, age 20, appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine, possession with intent to distribute and distribution of methamphetamine.  The court has set a date for a detention hearing for July 1, 2004, at 10:30 a.m.  FROST is currently detained.  If convicted of these charges, FROST faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  For possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, she faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  For distribution of methamphetamine, she faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Billings Police Department and the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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