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RONALD THOMAS RIDENOUR SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on June 25, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, RONALD THOMAS RIDENOUR, a 53-year-old resident of Whitefish, appeared for sentencing.  RIDENOUR was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 year and 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Community Service: 200 hours

! 


Forfeiture:
Home in Whitefish - $30,000; guns, vehicles






Total Approximate Value: $400,000 - $500,000


RIDENOUR was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute marijuana. 


From an unknown period in 1998 until November 7, 2003, RIDENOUR received 20 pounds of marijuana from a supplier on a monthly basis.  RIDENOUR then redistributed the marijuana to others in the Kalispell area.  


An informant advised law enforcement that RIDENOUR was distributing marijuana and had been dealing marijuana for years.  Officer’s subsequently obtained a warrant and searched the RIDENOUR’s home.  Officers seized 1½ pounds of marijuana as well as $30,000 in cash that represented proceeds from distribution of the marijuana.  


A confidential informant later contacted law enforcement officers and advised that  additional marijuana was being hidden in RIDENOUR’s home.  RIDENOUR had asked the informant to retrieve the marijuana and sell it.  


Law enforcement again searched RIDENOUR’s home and seized an additional 13.5 pounds of marijuana.  Law enforcement also found other individuals who confirmed that RIDENOUR had been dealing marijuana.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that RIDENOUR will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, RIDENOUR does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the Whitefish Police Department.
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