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ENRIQUE CASTANO LOZANO PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on June 28, 2004 before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, ENRIQUE CASTANO, a 20-year-old resident of Reno and Mexico, pled guilty to charges of being an unlawful user of controlled substance in possession of a firearm.  Sentencing is set for October 17, 2004, at 2:15 p.m.  LOZANO is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on February 4, 2003, law enforcement executed a search warrant for drugs and drug trafficking activity at a Missoula motel.  Law enforcement located two handguns:  a Beretta, Model 96, 40 caliber semi-automatic pistol; and a  Ruger, Model P89, 9mm semi-automatic pistol.  


The investigation revealed that LOZANO transported the Beretta, Model 94, 40 caliber semi-automatic pistol from Reno, Nevada, to Missoula in late January or early February 2003. 


During this time period LOZANO was snorting cocaine and/or methamphetamine on a daily basis. 


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations and the Missoula Police Department.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

