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CORNELIUS FRANCIS GREEN AND MICHAEL WAYNE BIERS SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on June 30, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, CORNELIUS FRANCIS GREEN and MICHAEL WAYNE BIERS appeared for sentencing.  GREEN was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years

! 


Special Assessment: $400

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


BIERS was sentenced to a term of:

! 


Prison: 2 years, 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


GREEN and BIERS were sentenced after they were found guilty after a 2-day, jury trial in Butte on March 23, 2004.


Both GREEN and BIERS were found guilty of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and of distribution of controlled substances.  


In early May of 2003 agents of the Southwest Montana Drug Task force and the Division of Criminal Investigation of the Montana Department of Justice targeted BIERS for investigation of methamphetamine distribution based upon information from informants.  To that end, on May 12, 2003, an agent and others placed a wire on an informant; searched the informant for contraband, and finding none observed as the informant approached BIERS residence.  Inside they could hear the informant and BIERS discussing the sale of methamphetamine in which the person sought to purchase and BIERS agreed to sell approximately 3.5 grams of methamphetamine (an amount commonly known as an “eight-ball.”) Approximately ten minutes later, a waiting period which was explained by BIERS as waiting for the methamphetamine to be delivered to his house, agents again heard conversation about the weight then observed the informant leaving the residence.  The agents picked her up, she handed them the methamphetamine, and they searched her again, confirming that she had no other contraband.


The next day, on May 13, agents again placed a body wire on the informant and sent her to meet again with BIERS, this time with plans to seek one ounce of methamphetamine and with the ultimate goal of introducing another agent, posing as a drug dealer, to BIERS as the person seeking the methamphetamine.  She did so and agents could again make out the conversation inside the house.  BIERS related that he could provide the methamphetamine, but that it would take about an hour to get it.  The informant then came out and waited with the agents.  After returning to the residence one more time, and again having to wait, the agent and informant returned to BIERS’ residence again, now about two hours after they had originally gone there.  The informant again went inside while the agent waited outside, and soon came out with the information that a GREEN would soon be over with the methamphetamine. 


The agent met GREEN, who was weighing methamphetamine on a scale.  He arranged with GREEN to buy a total of approximately 11.5 grams of two different kinds of methamphetamine from GREEN rather than a full ounce (one ounce equals approximately 28.5 grams).  They then completed the deal by the agent handing the money to the informant.  The price was $650.


On May 29, 2003, the agent, this time accompanied by another agent purchased approximately one half ounce from GREEN behind Bud’s Bar in Butte for $650.  At that time, GREEN also sold one of the agents one quarter gram of “crystal meth” (pure methamphetamine) for $45.  GREEN told the agent that his source would be getting 8 ounces soon and he could provide him with 2 ounces of that.  The agent agreed to buy it.


On June 6, 2003, the agent again purchased methamphetamine from  GREEN, this time in Garrison, approximately one and a half ounces, for a total of $2100.  Following the purchase, agents arrested GREEN and questioned him.  He admitted that he had been selling methamphetamine for a couple of years.  He told agents that the methamphetamine he had sold them that day had come from a specific other person.  The next day he was interviewed again and again confirmed that person was his source of methamphetamine and that her source was a man he knew only as Maurice.  GREEN admitted that he received the methamphetamine from the person on a front, and said that he believed she received it in larger quantities from Maurice under similar arrangements.


Agents conducted surveillance and discovered that “Maurice” was another co-defendant.  At one point they surveilled the co-defendant while he traveled from Polson to Butte where he went straight to the supplier’s house.  They later traveled to the co-defendant’s house in Kennewick, Washington and were provided proximately one half pound of methamphetamine and approximately 3.5 ounces of cocaine expecting later payment.  
Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that GREEN and BIERS will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, GREEN and BIERS do have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Southwest Montana Drug Task Force and the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations.
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