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MAURO CORIA VIVEROS SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on June 30, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, MAURO CORIA VIVEROS, age 36, appeared for sentencing. VIVEROS was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years


VIVEROS was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine. 


State drug agents and one informant reported that VIVEROS was involved in a plan to provide methamphetamine to drug dealers in the Butte area for re-sale in Butte and its surrounding area.


The United States’ witnesses learned of VIVEROS in late spring of 2003 when agents of the Montana Department of Justice Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) learned from informants that VIVEROS was dealing methamphetamine in the Butte area.  Through the help of an informant they were able to record several telephone conversations in which  VIVEROS agreed to provide additional drugs and lamented that a co-defendant was not repaying a drug debt to him.  Later, an agent of the DCI was able to purchase more than 200 grams of methamphetamine as well as a considerable amount of cocaine from the defendant in Washington.  Agents had previously surveilled VIVEROS in Montana going to at least two houses which they knew from informants to be the houses of local drug dealers. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that VIVEROS will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, VIVEROS does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Southwest Montana Drug Task Force and the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations.
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