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CODY ROBERTS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on June 30, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, CODY JAMES ROBERTS of Billings pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and distribution of methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for September 24, 2004, at 9:30 A.M.  ROBERTS is currently detained.


ROBERTS acknowledged that beginning in March of 2003, he and other co-defendants entered into a conspiracy to obtain and distribute methamphetamine in the Hardin and Billings areas.  A co-defendant transported methamphetamine from another state and ROBERTS obtained the methamphetamine for redistribution to others.


On March 13, 2004 and on March 26, 2004, ROBERTS sold methamphetamine to undercover informants.  Law enforcement subsequently executed a search warrant on a co-defendant’s residence, where amounts of methamphetamine were seized.


For the charge of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine, ROBERTS faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For the charge of distribution of methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations and the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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