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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 1, 2004, before U.S. District Court Judge Richard F. Cebull, the following individual was arraigned:


BETHANY CLAIRE KOBER appeared on 4 counts of tax evasion.  KOBER is a 

53-year-old-resident of Billings.  KOBER is currently released on her own recognizance with conditions.


The indictment in this case alleges that on or about the 17th day of January, 1999, KOBER, then a resident of Billings, attempted to evade and defeat a large part of the income tax due and owing by her to the United States for the calendar year 1998.  KOBER prepared, or caused to be prepared, and signed a false United States Individual Income Tax Return, Form 1040EZ, which was filed with the Internal Revenue Service.  On that form, she stated that her taxable income for 1998 was $18,965, and that the amount of tax due was $2,839, whereas, she knew, her taxable income was $74,665, upon which she owed the United States $18,012 in income tax.


The indictment further alleges that KOBER attempted to evade a large part of her federal income tax for 1999, 2000 and 2001.


If convicted of these charges KOBER faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $100,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Kurt Alme is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Internal Revenue Service.


KOBER pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.


In his announcement, Mercer stated, “the United States continues to prosecute federal tax cases to ensure that all taxpayers pay their fair share of the federal tax burden.”
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