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JUAN DONAIR-LOPEZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 6, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JUAN DONAIR-LOPEZ, a 25-year-old resident of Honduras, pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry.  Sentencing is set for October 13, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  DONAIR-LOPEZ is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on August 15, 2003, Supervisory Border Patrol Agent Gilbert G. Petty, of the United States Border Patrol was conducting transportation checks at the bus depot in Billings. After observing DONAIR-LOPEZ become nervous at the sight of an Immigration Detention Enforcement Officer, Agent Petty proceeded to identify himself to DONAIR-LOPEZ and asked him what country he was a citizen of.  After DONAIR-LOPEZ stated that he was a not a U.S. citizen, Agent Petty arrested him.


Upon processing DONAIR-LOPEZ, an INS records check revealed he had been deported seven times from the United States, his most recent deportation from Williams Gateway Airport at Chandler, Arizona on May 21, 2003, after having served a three-year prison sentence for cocaine.  DONAIR-LOPEZ stated that he illegally re-entered the United States at Laredo, Texas on July 27, 2003.


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

