	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



BLAINE TRAVIS FIFIELD SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on June 25, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, BLAINE TRAVIS FIFIELD a 22-year-old resident of Whitefish, appeared for sentencing.  FIFIELD was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years and 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


FIFIELD was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm and being an unlawful user of a controlled substance in possession of a firearm. 


FIFIELD was convicted in Montana District Court on March 13, 2003 of felony assault with a weapon, a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year under the laws of the State of Montana. 


On March 20, 2003, a Montana State Probation officer and the Whitefish Police Department responded to FIFIELD’S home and conducted a search.  They discovered that FIFIELD possessed four loaded handguns, two loaded rifles, and numerous extra rounds of various firearm ammunition.  FIFIELD also possessed various narcotics-related paraphernalia.  The Montana State probation staff found needle tracks in FIFIELD’S arms, and his urine sample field-tested positive for the presence of marijuana and methamphetamine.  FIFIELD admitted that he was using these narcotics in violation of his probation agreement. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that FIFIELD will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, FIFIELD does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Whitefish Police Department.
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