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JEDEDIAH DALE ATKINSON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 7, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge , Donald W. Molloy, JEDEDIAH DALE ATKINSON, a 25-year-old resident of Columbia Falls, pled guilty to charges of smuggling marijuana.  Sentencing is set for October 14, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  ATKINSON is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that Customs inspectors observed ATKINSON come through the Port of Piegan on April 13, 2004, driving a pickup and towing a long enclosed trailer with a car inside.  Inspectors  tapped on the outside of the trailer and listened for anomalies.  They soon realized that they were hearing different tones, indicating differing wall thicknesses.  They measured both the inside and outside of the trailer and discovered that the trailer was several feet longer on the outside than the inside, indicating a secret compartment at the front.  Checking the front inside wall of the trailer, they discovered recently turned screws and removed them.  That revealed the entrance to the secret compartment.  Inside they found more than 1,000 pounds of marijuana (approximately 450 kilograms) packed in large duffle bags.  ATKINSON was questioned and admitted he knew the bags were there and admitted he was supposed to deliver them in exchange for payment.


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

