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FRANK HANKINS SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 7, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, FRANK HANKINS appeared for sentencing.  HANKINS was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 20 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


HANKINS was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  


HANKINS provided methamphetamine for redistribution to other methamphetamine dealers in Western Montana.  Five individuals who were convicted in Montana for distributing methamphetamine told law enforcement that HANKINS was the source of their supply.


One of the convicted dealers had previously known HANKINS when both lived in Seattle.  After the convicted dealer moved to Montana, the dealer purchased methamphetamine from HANKINS for resale in Montana.  HANKINS supplied the dealer with  multiple pounds of methamphetamine, either in Seattle or by sending couriers to Montana with the methamphetamine.  On several occasions, HANKINS directed the dealer to deposit money in his Seattle bank account from a Missoula branch.  


HANKINS later began dealing directly to two other Western Montana drug dealers, whom he had met through the first dealer.  HANKINS also supplied them with multiple pound quantities of methamphetamine.  HANKINS would often utilize rental cars to make the trip to Montana and frequently buried the methamphetamine in the mountains near Missoula.  HANKINS then telephoned his dealers to tell them where to find the drugs.  


Over the course of conspiracy HANKINS delivered many pounds of methamphetamine to each of his connections in Montana.  


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that HANKINS will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, HANKINS does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Missoula County Sheriff’s Office, the Ravalli County Sheriff’s Office and the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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