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JEFFREY JOHN LEFFERDINK SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on July 8, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JEFFREY JOHN LEFFERDINK, a 25-year-old resident of Helena, appeared for sentencing.  LEFFERDINK was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 6 years

! 


Special Assessment: $300

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years


LEFFERDINK was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine, being a felon-in-possession of a firearm and being an unlawful user in possession of a firearm. 


On August 13, 2003, law enforcement officers responded to a family disturbance report involving LEFFERDINK and another person.  Officers were informed one of the persons had threatened the other by holding a gun to his head.  No firearm was recovered inside the residence.  During the course of the police investigation another person arrived driving a vehicle that LEFFERDINK had traveled in from Washington to Montana.


LEFFERDINK was on probation, following a felony conviction for robbery/burglary in the State of Montana.  He was residing in the Seattle area and had traveled to Helena without a travel permit.


LEFFERDINK was arrested on August 13, 2003 and the probation officer requested a search be conducted of the vehicle he was riding in.  Seized during the search were money; suspected drugs; drug paraphernalia and a Beretta handgun.


On October 24, 2003, LEFFERDINK was observed at the Wingate Inn in Helena.  Officers subsequently conducted surveillance at the Wingate and noted suspicious activity consistent with drug trafficking.  Officers eventually approached LEFFERDINK near the motel.   LEFFERDINK ran but was apprehended after a foot chase.  A search of the motel room was conducted and methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia were seized.  LEFFERINK’s vehicle was also searched and numerous Ids and social security cards were located.


Through law enforcement officers and cooperating witnesses the United States would have proved that LEFFERDINK and others were obtaining marijuana and methamphetamine from outside Montana and transporting it to Montana for re-sale.  During the period of the conspiracy, and before, this conspiracy involved well more than 50 grams of methamphetamine.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that LEFFERDINK will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, LEFFERDINK does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Missouri River Drug Task Force and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


# # # # #

_1106563383.bin

