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JOSEPH LEE O’BRIEN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on July 8, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JOSEPH LEE O’BRIEN, a 31-year-old resident of Bozeman, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine,  distribution of methamphetamine near a school and money laundering.  Sentencing is set for October 15, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  O’BRIEN is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that O’BRIEN ordered methamphetamine from a source in California and had it delivered via Federal Express to residences in Bozeman for further redistribution.  O’BRIEN acknowledged that one of the homes in Bozeman was within 1000 feet of Montana State University, and he acknowledged that the methamphetamine he furnished to that premises was being distributed from that location.  During the course of his drug trafficking, O’BRIEN  laundered money by personally or through another person, arranging for the delivery of proceeds of drug sales by wire transfer from Montana to California.  In laundering money, O’BRIEN used MoneyGram and Western Union to transfer money knowing that it was the proceeds from drug sales and by so doing, that he was promoting drug trafficking.


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  For distribution near the college, he faces twice the maximum penalty as the conspiracy charge and at least twice the term of supervised release.  For money laundering, he faces a possible penalty of 20 years in prison, a $500,000 fine or twice the value of the property involved in the transaction, whichever is greater.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Missouri River Drug Task Force.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

