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HARVEST DAWN WHITE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 8, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, HARVEST DAWN WHITE, a 30-year-old resident of Hardin, pled guilty to charges of theft from an Indian Tribal Organization.  Sentencing is set for ?.  WHITE is currently detained/released.?


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in April of 2002, a co-defendant and the former Finance Director for the Crow Tribe, approached HARVEST WHITE with a request that WHITE assist him in obtaining money from Crow Tribal accounts through the use of fraudulent contracts, that is:  (a) contract payments that were inflated so that more money would be paid than what the contracting party should receive; or (b) entirely fictitious contracts, where no goods or services were provided in exchange for the tribal payment.  During the next six months, WHITE received payments from six such contracts which were shared with the co-defendant.


The co-defendant was interviewed and admitted taking money from inflated contracts awarded to WHITE.  The co-defendant stated he was directed by the Chairman of the Crow Tribe, to inflate the amount of Crow Tribal contracts to allow for kickbacks to BirdinGround.  The co-defendant stated that he did as instructed and routinely inflated tribal payments to WHITE.   


BirdinGround, in an interview by federal agents occurring subsequently to his guilty plea on bribery charges, acknowledged that he received cash payments totaling between $15,000 and $20,000 from the co-defendant, but denied knowing WHITE and claimed to be unaware of WHITE's inflated contracts.


In summary, WHITE advised that the checks were in whole or in part fraudulent.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by ?.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

