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BARRY TODD EBLEN SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on July 12, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, BARRY TODD EBLEN, a 40-year-old resident of Great Falls, appeared for sentencing.  EBLEN was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


EBLEN was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of possession of a stolen firearm. 


On February 21, 2003, EBLEN burglarized a home in Helena and took a .30-06 caliber rifle and a .22 caliber semi-automatic rifle.


Later that day, Cascade County Sheriff’s deputies attempted to question EBLEN about the burglary.  The deputies approached EBLEN at a local motel in Great Falls, which served as EBLEN’s temporary residence.  The deputies also had a warrant for EBLEN’s arrest.  As they entered EBLEN’s room, EBLEN pointed the .30-06 rifle at the deputies.  The deputies responded by shooting and injuring EBLEN.  


The deputies searched EBLEN’s motel room and discovered the stolen .22 caliber rifle.


A subsequent investigation determined that EBLEN had previously been convicted of felony burglary in Lewis and Clark County on August 25, 1998. They also learned that EBLEN had been released from prison on November 22, 2002, and was on parole.  


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that EBLEN will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, EBLEN does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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