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PABLO GOMEZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 12, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, PABLO GOMEZ pled guilty in two separate indictments to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine, false statements and concealing a person from arrest. Sentencing is set for October 14, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  GOMEZ is currently detained.


In Count I of the Indictment in CR 03-113-BLG-RFC, GOMEZ acknowledged that during approximately March 2003, at or near Billings and other places, both within and outside of the State and District of Montana, several co-defendants conspired to distribute a mixture or substance containing a detectable amount of methamphetamine.


In pleading guilty to Count I of the Indictment in CR 04-34 -BLG-JDS, GOMEZ acknowledged that on or about the January 13, 2004, at Billings, GOMEZ, in a matter within the jurisdiction of the executive, legislative, or judicial branch of the Government of the United States, did knowingly and willfully make a materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation to agents of the United States Marshal’s Service.  GOMEZ represented that he was unaware of the whereabouts of a wanted co-defendant and that he had not had contact with her for months, when in truth and in fact GOMEZ was harboring the person in a nearby residence and had contact with her on that day.


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  For false statements, he faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For concealing a person from arrest, he faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations, the Drug Enforcement Administration and the United States Marshals Service.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

