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ALBERT TITO PEREZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 13, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, ALBERT TITO PEREZ, a 37-year-old resident of California, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and distribution of methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for October 15, 2004, at 11:15 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that prior to September 12, 2003, law enforcement officers received information regarding the distribution of methamphetamine from a residence in Bozeman occupied by Melissa Lynn Strain.


On September 12, 2003, law enforcement authorities at Bozeman became aware that a parcel addressed to Melissa Strain was in the FedEx System.   Law enforcement officers requested the assistance of a drug sniffing dog which positively indicated the presence of dangerous drugs in the parcel addressed to Strain.


On September 12, 2003, Strain subsequently arrived at the FedEx facility at Bozeman and took possession of the parcel after which time she was confronted by  law enforcement officers while she was in possession of the package.


Strain was interviewed after being advised of her rights.  She advised the parcel contained methamphetamine and admitted selling methamphetamine since 2001 in 1/4 and ½ gram quantities for $40 and $80 in exchange for personal use quantities for her own consumption.  Strain admitted that Joe O’Brien had made arrangements for the September 12, 2003, shipment of the methamphetamine to Bozeman as well as many other prior shipments.  Strain related that O’Brien called her early in the morning of September 12, 2003, from Great Falls and requested delivery of the parcel to Helena.  


Strain consented to a search of the parcel which contained a plastic baggie containing approximately ½ ounce of suspected methamphetamine.  Strain agreed to conduct a controlled delivery of the parcel to O’Brien.


O’Brien and Strain met and, after O’Brien retrieved the package, O’Brien  was placed under arrest in Broadwater County, near Townsend.


O’Brien ordered methamphetamine from ALBERT TITO PEREZ, a California resident, who then, in turn, shipped the methamphetamine on multiple occasions to Strain in ½ to 1 ounce quantities. 


Cash proceeds, in part, were wire transferred from Bozeman, to PEREZ in California via Western Union or MoneyGram on the dates and in the amounts set forth in the indictment. 

           The methamphetamine seized on September 12, 2003, consisted of 14.6 grams of methamphetamine which was 72% pure (10.5 grams).


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40  years in prison, a $$2,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  For distribution of methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Missouri River Drug Task Force, the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force (HIDTA) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

