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SHAUNA LYNN WOODWARD SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 14, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, SHAUNA LYNN WOODWARD, a 35-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing.  WOODWARD was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 2 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Restitution: $1,073


WOODWARD was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to charges of embezzlement and theft of government property. 


On July 16, 1990, an individual applied for SSI disability benefits.  The Social Security Administration (SSA) awarded benefits and designated her mother as the designated payee.


On December 3, 1998, WOODWARD, who had assumed custody and care for the individual, completed Form SG-SSA-11, Request to be Selected as Representative Payee for that person.


In April of 2000, WOODWARD contacted the SSA to advise that she had not received the SSI check for the individual.


On April 11, 2000, SSA issued a replacement check with the notation “Replaces CK 4023 27358118 dated 3/31/00.”  Financial records indicate that WOODWARD negotiated both checks causing a loss to the SSA of $460.80.


Between May 1, 2000 and December 9, 2002, WOODWARD followed the same pattern by requesting duplicate checks and cashing both the duplicate and the original.


In total, WOODWARD knowingly received and converted approximately $4,000 that she was not entitled to receive.


When confronted with the foregoing facts and the individual checks, WOODWARD admitted to wrongfully double casing the eight checks at issue.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that WOODWARD will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, WOODWARD does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Leif Johnson prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Social Security Administration.
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