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MICHELLE COLLEEN SEGNA SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 14, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, MICHELLE COLLEEN SEGNA, a 39-year-old resident of Butte, appeared for sentencing.  SEGNA was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 5 years

! 


Special Assessment: $200


SEGNA was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to charges of identity theft and forgery. 


During the summer of 2000, law enforcement received a complaint from an individual who believed that Daniel Segna and/or SHELLY SEGNA may have cashed a check for $1,000 intended for her from Disney Cruise Lines.  At the time, the individual lived near the SEGNAS in Butte.


During the investigation, law enforcement interviewed SHELLY SEGNA.  SHELLY admitted signing the individual’s name for the Federal Express delivery of the $1,000 check delivered on May 11, 2000.  Daniel Segna signed the person’s name on the back of the check.  Then, SHELLY endorsed her own name on the back of the check and deposited the $1,000 check into their Butte Public Employees Federal Credit Union account.  Within a few days, SHELLY made a large withdrawal and purchased a computer for the SEGNA household.


Law enforcement also interviewed Daniel Segna.  Daniel Segna admitted signing the person’s name to the back of the $1,000 check.  


The Federal Express package was shipped from Simon Marketing located in Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois, to the SEGNA address in Butte.  In April of 2000, the initial paperwork for the $1,000 check was inadvertently delivered to the SEGNA residence and SHELLY changed the address for the check’s delivery.


A detective compared the writings on the back of the $1,000 check after all parties gave handwriting samples.  The result of his analysis was that Daniel Segna signed the person’s name; and SHELLY SEGNA signed as SHELLY SEGNA. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that SEGNA will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, SEGNA does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Butte-Silver Bow Law Enforcement Agency.
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