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JEREMY J. JOHNSON SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on July 16, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JEREMY J. JOHNSON, a 31-year-old resident of Lewistown, appeared for sentencing.  JOHNSON was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 9 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $9,014


JOHNSON was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine. 


During the Spring and Summer of 2003, the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office began receiving information about the manufacture of methamphetamine by a group of individuals in Lewistown.  Specifically, on or about May 10, 2003, a co-defendant advised a sergeant  that he had witnessed JOHNSON using methamphetamine within the last week.  The co-defendant advised he had known JOHNSON for several years and had used illegal drugs with him on several occasions at JOHNSON’s residence.  The co-defendant admitted that he had visited JOHNSON’s residence several times around the May 10th time frame, and that JOHNSON had offered him methamphetamine.  The co-defendant was arrested during May 2003, for violation of probation conditions and admitted he used methamphetamine supplied by JOHNSON.


On July 3, 2003, a State Probation Officer and the sergeant, visited another co-defendant at his residence about violations of his conditions of release.  During an interview with this person, the probation officer and sergeant learned that JOHNSON had approached this co-defendant about manufacturing methamphetamine, at his residence, on or about July 1, 2003.  JOHNSON advised the co-defendant that he had obtained two containers of anhydrous ammonia. 


On July 8, 2003, the probation officer and sergeant returned to this co-defendant’s residence and conducted a probation search of him and his residence.  The officers found drug paraphernalia, methamphetamine, a propane bottle without a valve (commonly used to store anhydrous ammonia), a Coleman stove, four cans of Coleman fuel, a hot plate in the rear of JOHNSON’s truck, and the gas chamber under a blue tarp.  The co-defendant initially denied that the items were his, however, he later admitted that he had been assisting JOHNSON manufacture methamphetamine, had used methamphetamine with JOHNSON at his residence, and had seen methamphetamine on the coffee table in the living room of JOHNSON’s residence within the week prior to the search.  Specifically, the co-defendant advised that JOHNSON had been manufacturing methamphetamine in the Snowy and Judith Mountains, and that he had provided Coleman fuel to JOHNSON.


On July 10, 2003, JOHNSON was interviewed and admitted that he manufactured methamphetamine in his residence, twice, and at several locations in the Snowy Mountains.



Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that JOHNSON will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, JOHNSON does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Forest Service and the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office.
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