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JOSE ALFREDO HUCHIN-UCAN SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 21, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JOSE ALFREDO HUCHIN-UCAN appeared for sentencing.  HUCHIN-UCAN was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


HUCHIN-UCAN was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of illegal re-entry of a deported alien.   


On September 4, 2003, Supervisory Border Patrol Agent Gilbert G. Petty, of the United States Border Patrol was conducting transportation checks at the bus depot in Billings.  Agent Petty arrested two undocumented Mexican nationals traveling on the east bound bus for Chicago, Illinois.   As agents gathered all luggage listed on the baggage claim of the Mexican nationals, one pointed to a specific piece and stated it did not belong to him.  The luggage had one of the undocumented alien’s name on it and was listed as one of two pieces that he had checked in.  The baggage was taken to the United States Border Patrol office and opened by agents searching for illegal weapons.  A false I-551 (Permanent Resident Alien Card) under the name, JOSE A. HUCHIN-UCAN, date of birth May 29, 2976 and a false Social Security Card with the name of JOSE ALFREDO HUCHIN-UCAN with an invalid number were found inside the luggage.  An INS records check revealed HUCHIN-UCAN, date of birth May 29, 1976, was a criminal alien with an FBI number.  The FBI record showed that JOSE ALFREDO HUCHIN-UCAN, date of birth September 14, 1978, was convicted of rape in Portland Oregon on March 1, 2000 and received a sentence of 1year and 1 month in jail.  The INS records also showed HUCHIN-UCAN was deported from the United States on September 21, 2000 as an aggravated felon.


After viewing a picture of the same individual found in the luggage, Senior Border Patrol Agent Randall Holm advised he saw the same individual walking in the Greyhound Bus Terminal.  At that point the bus traveling to Chicago had already left.  Senior Border Patrol Agent Jerome Pawluk called the sheriff’s office in Forsyth and provided them with a description of HUCHIN-UCAN.  Approximately one hour later, authorities in Forsyth notified the United States Border Patrol that HUCHIN-UCAN was in custody.


On September 5, 2003, HUCHIN-UCAN was taken to the Billings Border Patrol Station where he was read his Miranda rights.  After waiving his rights, HUCHIN-UCAN admitted the criminal lookout was for him and readily admitted that he re-entered the Untied States after having been deported on September 22, 2000.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that HUCHIN-UCAN will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, HUCHIN-UCAN does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.
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