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LORING OWEN HARRIS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 22, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, LORING OWEN HARRIS, a 58-year-old resident of Sidney, pled guilty to charges of distribution of child pornography, receipt of child pornography and possession of child pornography.  Sentencing is set for October 20, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  HARRIS is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on October 24, 2003, Senior Special Agent Russell Perras of the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) was investigating the distribution of child pornography on the Internet by those using peer-to-peer applications (P2P).   Using KaZaA, SSA Perras searched for child pornography made available to others by those using the KaZaA program.  SSA Perras downloaded child pornography images and a video from a network user later determined to be HARRIS.  Each of the images depicted the use of a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct, and some were of already-identified children.


A search warrant for Harris’s residence in Sidney was obtained and served on January 14, 2004.  Located in that search warrant were various items of computer equipment that had been used in the distribution of child pornography via P2P.  HARRIS admitted owning the computer; admitted that no one other than he used the computer; that he used KaZaA to download and distribute pornographic images and videos via the Internet  and that he had images of children as young as 6 years of age in some of those images.  HARRIS also admitted that he had copied the child pornography images to CD-ROMs for safekeeping, and that he had stored those images in folders on those CDs labeled “young”.


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and lifetime supervised release for distribution of child pornography and receipt of child pornography.  He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and lifetime supervised release for possession of child pornography.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

