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WILLIAM C. STRAUSER, JR., PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on July 15, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, WILLIAM C. STRAUSER, a 43-year-old resident of Poplar, pled guilty to charges of larceny.  Sentencing is set for November 15, 2004, at 2:30 p.m.  STRAUSER is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during July of 2002, STRAUSER reported some oil field tubing missing from an oil well site known as the Carlson Well.  The tubing was the property of Journey Operations, who is also STRAUSER’s employer.  Approximately 170 sections were missing.  STRAUSER valued the property at about $7,500.  Production Superintendent Jerry Garrett confirmed the missing pipe and claimed ownership of the tubing for the company.  Garrett valued the tubing at $1.75 per foot (purchase price).


Prior to reporting the tubing missing, STRAUSER made an agreement with others to buy the tubing for $10.00 a section.  STRAUSER knew that the tubing was not his to sell and did so without authority.  He confessed his involvement to the company owner.


A Fort Peck Criminal Investigator subsequently interviewed STRAUSER and he admitted all involvement.  The location of the pipe when unlawfully sold by STRAUSER was north of Wolf Point, which is within the boundaries of the Fort Peck Indian reservation.  The value of the property is between $5,000 to $10,000.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Fort Peck Tribal Investigation Unit.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

